[One hundred years of the Association of Surgeons in the Netherlands. V. Traumatology].
Traumatology in the Netherlands gained considerable momentum during the last years of the twentieth century. This breakthrough was due to the creation of ten trauma care centres, each with its own 'mobile medical team'. Additionally, four of these centres dispose of a helicopter for rapid transport of this team. Furthermore, within the field of medical education and training, new courses on advanced trauma and life support (ATLS) and advanced pediatric life support (APLS), for example, not only offer more practical knowledge, but also provide a 'common language' for all those involved in the medical and organisational aspects of trauma care. Surgical treatment of trauma injuries is becoming increasingly oriented towards minimally invasive techniques. Assessment of the quality of care provided requires a broad and reliable registration system for injuries.